
A Guide to Understanding Young Adult Book Awards 
 
Complete List of American Library Association Youth Media Awards: 
 
Alex Awards—The Alex Awards are given to 10 books written for adults that have special appeal to young 
adults, ages 12 through 18. The winning titles are selected from the previous year's published books. 
 
Mildred L. Batchelder Award—This award, established in Mildred L. Batchelder's honor in 1966, is a 
citation awarded to an American publisher for a children's book considered to be the most outstanding of 
those books originally published in a foreign language in a foreign country, and subsequently translated into 
English and published in the United States. 
 
Pura Belpré Award—The Pura Belpré Award, established in 1996, is presented to a Latino/Latina writer 
and illustrator whose work best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the Latino cultural experience in an 
outstanding work of literature for children and youth. 
 
Randolph Caldecott Medal—The Caldecott Medal was named in honor of 19th-century English illustrator 
Randolph Caldecott. It is awarded annually by the Association for Library Service to Children, a division of 
the ALA, to the artist of the most distinguished American picture book for children. 
 
Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Children's Video—The Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence 
in Children's Video honors outstanding video productions for children released during the previous year. The 
annual award is given to the video's producer by ALSC, through a Carnegie endowment. 
 
Margaret A. Edwards Award—The Margaret A. Edwards Award, established in 1988, honors an author, as 
well as a specific body of his or her work, that have been popular over a period of time. It recognizes an 
author's work in helping adolescents become aware of themselves and addressing questions about their role 
and importance in relationships, society, and in the world. 
 
Theodor Seuss Geisel Award—The Theodor Seuss Geisel Award, established in 2004, is given annually 
(beginning in 2006) to the author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most distinguished contribution to the body of 
American children’s literature known as beginning reader books published in the United States during the 
preceding year. 
 
Coretta Scott King Book Awards—Designed to commemorate the life and works of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and to honor Mrs. Coretta Scott King for her courage and determination to continue the work for peace, 
the Coretta Scott King Book Awards annually recognize outstanding books for young adults and children by 
African-American authors and illustrators that reflect the African-American experience. Further, the Award 
encourages the artistic expression of the black experience via literature and the graphic arts in biographical, 
social, and historical treatments by African-American authors and illustrators. 
 
Coretta Scott King John Steptoe Award for New Talent—The award is established to affirm new talent 
and to offer visibility to excellence in writing and/or illustration which otherwise might be formally 
unacknowledged within a given year within the structure of the two awards given annually by the Coretta 
Scott King Task Force. These books affirm new talent and offer visibility to excellence in writing or illustration 
at the beginning of a career as a published book creator. 
 
William C. Morris Debut YA Award—The William C. Morris YA Debut Award, first given in 2009, honors a 
debut book published by a first-time author writing for teens and celebrates impressive new voices in young 
adult literature. 
 
John Newbery Medal—The Newbery Medal is awarded annually by the Association for Library Service to 
Children, a division of the American Library Association, to the author of the most distinguished contribution 
to American literature for children. 
 
Odyssey Award for Excellence in Audiobook Production This annual award will be given to the producer 
of the best audiobook produced for children and/or young adults, available in English in the United States. 
 
Michael L. Printz Award—The Michael L. Printz Award is an award for a book that exemplifies literary 
excellence in young adult literature. The Printz Award has been honoring the best in young adult literature 
since 2000. 
 



Schneider Family Book Award—The Schneider Family Book Awards honor an author or illustrator for a 
book that embodies an artistic expression of the disability experience for child and adolescent audiences. 
 
Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Medal—The Sibert Award honors the most distinguished 
informational book published in English in the preceding year for its significant contribution to children’s 
literature. 
 
Laura Ingalls Wilder Award—This biennial award, a bronze medal, honors an author or illustrator whose 
books, published in the United States, have made, over a period of years, a substantial and lasting 
contribution to literature for children. 
 
YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults. Newly established, 2010 is the first year of 
this award. The award will honor the best nonfiction book published for young adults (ages 12-18) during a 
November 1 – October 31 publishing year. The award winner will be announced annually at the ALA 
Midwinter Meeting Youth Media Awards, with a shortlist of up to five titles named the first week of 
December. The award will be presented at ALA Annual Conference.  
 
The Coretta Scott King - Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime Achievement This award was 
established to recognize an African American author, illustrator, or author/illustrator for a body of his or her 
published books for children and/or young adults who has made a significant and lasting literary contribution. 
The Award pays tribute to the late Virginia Hamilton and the quality and magnitude of her exemplary 
contributions through her literature and advocacy for children and youth, especially in her focus on African 
American life, history and consciousness. The first award will be given in 2010.  


